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known to psychologists and neurologists under the name of
Inhibition), the sexual aspects of the child's love towards its
parents (together with many other tendencies which conflict
similarly with the notions of propriety developed as the child
grows up) are, to a greater or less extent, thrust out of
consciousness into the unconscious regions of the mind, there
to drag out a prolonged existence in a comparatively crude
and undeveloped form,and to manifest themselves in consciousness
and in behaviour only in an indirect, symbolic or distorted
manner. The very fact that, when brought into consciousness,
such ideas are often greeted with exaggerated antipathy or
incredulity, constitutes therefore, if anything, a confirmation of
the real existence of these ideas in the Unconscious; the feelings
of repulsion and disgust to which their introduction into
consciousness gives rise being but a manifestation of the
motive forces of Repression to which the original expulsion
from consciousness of the repugnant thoughts and tendencies
was due.
Dream.*.               As the result of further study with gradually improving
technique, Freud, in his later works, confirmed, elaborated
and extended his observations on the influence of the
family relationships in the growth and development of the
individual mind. Of particular importance, both in itself and
because of the general influence of the book as in some
respects the most thoroughgoing presentation of Freud's
methods and point of view, is the treatment of the matter in
the *'Interpretation of Dreams." Here Freud introduces the
subject in connection with that of the so-called typical dreams,
?. e. dreams which occur to a large number of persons and to
the same person on a number of separate occasions. Among
such dreams, some of fairly frequent occurrence are, as Freud
points out, concerned with the death of near and dear relatives
who are still living at the time at which the dream takes placel.
The consideration of such dreams leads Freud to maintain that
they are to be interpreted (in accordance with the general
principle of wish-fulfilment)2 as the manifestation of an actual
1  "The Interpretation of Dreams," 219.
2  The dreams  falling within  this  class  (together with some others)
appear to exhibit v/hat is, at first sight at least, a puzzling exception to the
general rule  governing the formation of dreams which give expression to